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JULY 1878 AND ASTRONOMY COMES TO THE TEXAS FRONTIER. 

 

THIS WEEK IN TEXAS HISTORY, BROUGHT TO YOU BY THIS STATION AND THE SAVE 

TEXAS HISTORY PROGRAM OF THE GENERAL LAND OFFICE. 

 

JULY 29, 1878. IN THE DUSTY FRONTIER TOWN OF FORT WORTH. A U.S. 

GOVERNMENT EXPEDITION HAS ARRIVED FROM THE EAST TO VIEW A TOTAL 

ECLIPSE OF THE SUN.  

 

SETTING UP TELESCOPES AND INSTRUMENTS, THE ASTRONOMERS QUICKLY DRAW 

A CROWD OF ONLOOKERS. EVEN PAUSING FOR A PHOTOGRAPH. 

 

THE SOLAR ECLIPSE LASTS SEVERAL MINUTES – LONG ENOUGH FOR THE 

ASTRONOMERS TO MAKE DETAILED DRAWINGS AND PHOTOGRAPHS. THESE LEAD 

TO NEW DISCOVERIES ABOUT THE SUN’S CHROMOSPHERE. 

 

IT IS THE FIRST SCIENTIFIC STUDY OF A SOLAR ECLIPSE IN TEXAS. 

 

SCIENCE AND THE TEXAS FRONTIER MET 135 YEARS AGO, THIS WEEK IN TEXAS 

HISTORY. 

 

LEARN MORE AT SAVETEXASHISTORY.ORG OR CALL 800-998-4GLO.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

David S. Evans, "ASTRONOMY AND ASTRONOMERS," Handbook of Texas Online 

(http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/soa01), accessed July 18, 2013. Published by the Texas State 

Historical Association. 
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